Rare sun fish Mola mola caught by CMFRI, Kochi
TRAINING PROGRAMME IN 
SCUBA DIVING 
Under the Institute's Training 
scheme a programme in SCUBA 
diving was conducted at Tuti-
from 20 December to 13 March 
to train two personnel f rom 
Mandapam Algal Research Sta-
tion, Mandapam Camp. 
The' course was, conduct-
ed under the leadership 
of Shri S. Mahadevan with a 
team of scientists and techni-
cal assistants. The training in-
volved theoritical and practical 
classes on physics of diving, 
physiology of human diving in 
to deeper waters, principles of 
diving, use of diving equipment 
and other accessories, first-aid 
principles of diving and animal 
behaviour. 
Practical classes induced 
swimming, snorkelling, skin 
diving, SCUBA diving, fill ing of 
aqua-lung cylinders wi th com-
pressed air, operation principles 
o f aqua-lung and compressors, 
maintenance of diving equip-
ment etc. Accident relief oper-
ation during diving, exchange 
of underwater signals, underwa-
ter rescue operations and col-
lection of data on animal life 
were also demonstrated. 
KVK Programmes 
The Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
conducted seven training cour-
ses for farm men and women 
on prawn/fish culture, fruit 
preservation, livestock manage-
ment, prawn seed collection, 
coconut cultivation, poultry 
farming and post harvest tech-
nology. Three training courses 
each of 10 days duration in 
fish processing technology were 
also organised in which person-
nel from fisheries department 
of Maharashtra, Gujarat and 
Goa participated. 
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The trainees with Director 
Training programme in 
Fish Population Dynamics 
A training programme in 
Fisheries Statistics and Popula-
tion Dynamics was conducted by 
Fisheries Resources Assessment 
Division, CMFRI from 27 Jan -
7 March at Cochin. 
Sixteen personnels, including 
9 Scientists from CMFRI, from 
various fisheries institutions 
have undergone the training. 
Shri M.R. Nair gave away the 
certificates to the participants 
on the valedictory function. 
Training in the preparation of 
fish wafers at KVK 
and the training faculty 
Largest 'Dara' landed 
On 29 January, a mechanis-
ed 'dol netter' operating in 28 
metre depth of Murba-Satpati 
coast, caught a large sized 
'dara', Polynemus indicus, 
measuring 170 cm and weigh-
ing about 51 kg. It was auc-
tioned for Rs. 855. The maxi-
mum size of this fish recorded 
was 142 cm (F.A.O. 1984). The 
present record appears to be 
the largest. This was reported 
by Shri J. P. Karbhai, and Shri 
J. R. Dias. 
Heavy landings of 
Sardinella longiceps 
Bumper landings of Sardi-
nella longiceps were noticed 
in the Saurashtra coast in 
January. At Navabunder, Miami, 
Dwaraka, Okha and Porbandar, 
the landings ranged from 500-
100 kg per boat. This was un-
usual occurrance in this re-
gion. 
Rare Sun fish Mo la mo la 
caught 
A sun fish was caught by 
gillnet at a distance of about 
30 to 40 km south east off Por-
bandar at a depth of 47 fat-
homs. The length and width 
were 104 cm and 75 cm respec-
tively. It weighed about 50 kg. 
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